[image: image1.jpg]



Gateway Christian School

~ Excellence Without Compromise ~ 

~ Christ the Foundation ~
STUDENT-PARENT HANDBOOK

Middle School and High School
Revised February 2025
The Vision of Gateway Christian School is:

· To teach and train students in a well-disciplined environment where they can grow spiritually as well as academically

· A Christ-centered school that emphasizes character-building qualities and follows Biblical principles

· A place of excellence that honors God and helps students see the world through His eyes

Mission Statement
The mission of Gateway Christian School is for each student to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to grow in Christian maturity.  Our desire is to help meet the spiritual, academic, physical and social needs of all students and to lead each student to respect and submit to authority, thus enabling them to become the leaders of tomorrow and bring glory to God.

In order to accomplish this in an educational institution, we must recognize God as the ultimate source and final authority of all teaching.  We must provide a Christian education for the children of Roswell and the surrounding area without regard to race or religious creed.  

Our aim is to provide an education:

· That is in agreement with the Bible and stresses its practicality for every part of daily life

· That possesses high academic standards in a traditional classroom setting, and instills in the student a personal responsibility to be all God wants him/her to be

· That will promote a love for God and this nation and prepare the student to live productively in the American society and the hereafter

· That assists the family in carrying out their “God given responsibility” to train up their child in the way they should go
Administrative Authority
Gateway Christian School is a ministry of Gateway Church International and falls underneath the elder board which governs all aspects of Gateway Church.  

Accreditation
Gateway Christian School is accredited by the Association of Christian Schools International and by the State of New Mexico for K-5 through 12th grade.

Educational Philosophy
The predominant curriculum used at GCS is A BEKA and Bob Jones.  These are excellent curriculums emphasizing “traditional” education, high academic standards, phonetic reading and integration of Biblical principles.  They are designed for the “traditional” or self-contained classroom.

There are several distinctive factors that set GCS apart from public schools, as well as many other private schools:

1. Teachers are willing and quick to pray with students and parents.

2. The administration maintains daily morning devotions for the staff.

3. Teachers have been hired who have a Christian philosophy of education and consider teaching a ministry and a divine calling.

4. Teachers, as well as the curriculum, integrate the Word of God into every subject.

5. School programs and activities are evaluated in the light of scriptural principles and are implemented with the clear purpose of developing our uniquely Christian goals.

6. Athletic programs are monitored to maintain a standard for building sportsmanship and character.

7. Teachers, staff and administrators demonstrate a Godly lifestyle and are professional educators qualified for their positions.

8. Discipline is based on Biblical principles.

Nondiscriminatory Policy
Gateway Christian School admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs and activities generally made available to students at the school.  

Gateway Christian School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admission policies, financial aid programs, and other school-administered programs.

We are all children of one God, Who created and loves us all.  We follow His command to love one another.

Statement of Faith

We believe the Bible to be the inspired, the only infallible, authoritative Word of God.  Exodus 20:1; II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20-21; I Cor. 2:10-13; Luke 24:27, 44-45; Revelation 22:18-19

We believe that there is one God, eternally existent in three persons:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Psalm 2:6-9, Matthew 28:19-20; II Cor. 13:114; I Cor. 12:4-6; Matthew 3:16-17; John 14:16

We believe in the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  John 1:1-5, 14, 34; John 5:1-47; John 6:69; Matthew 1:20-23; Luke 1:31-33; Romans 1:3-4; Eph 1:20-23; Phil. 2:9-11; Col. 1:13-19; 

Isaiah 9:6-7

We believe in His virgin birth.  Isaiah 7:14; Matt 1:23

We believe in His sinless life.  Hebrews 1:9; Heb. 7:26

We believe in His bodily resurrection.  I Cor. 15:20-23; John 20: 24-27

We believe in His ascension to the right hand of the Father.  Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9-11; Eph 1:20-21; Heb. 12:2

We believe in His personal return in power and glory.  John 14:1-7; I Thess. 1:7-10; Matthew 25:31; I John 3:2; Acts 1:11; Rev. l7; Rev. 19-11-16; Rev. 20:6; Daniel 7

We believe that for the salvation of the lost and sinful man, regeneration by the Holy Spirit is absolutely necessary.  John 3:5, 14-17; John 5:24; II Cor. 5:17; Romans 6:23; Eph 2:8-9

We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit, by Whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a Godly life.  John 16:7-15; I Cor. 6:19-20; Gal. 5:16-18; Eph. 1:13-115; Eph. 4:30; I Cor. 12:13

We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; and those that are saved unto the resurrection of life, and those that are lost unto the resurrection of damnation.  Job 19:25-27; Daniel 12:2; I Cor. 6:14; John 5:29; John 11:25; Romans 6:5; I Peter 1:3; Rev. 20:4-6

We believe in the spiritual unity of all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Eph. 2:19-22; Eph. 4:3-6; 11-13, 15, 16

We believe in the assurance of eternal salvation and security of all who have been born again by faith in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  John 10:27-28; Eph. 4:30; Romans 8:35-39; Phil. 1:6; II Tim. 1:12; Eph. 1:13-14; II Timothy 4:8; I Peter l:3-5; Hebrews 7:25; I John 5:13
We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen 1:26-27.) 

Rejection of one’s biological sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person.

We believe that the term “marriage” has only one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture. (Gen 2:18-25.) We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman who are married to each other. (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4.) We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman.

We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God. (Matt 15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10.)
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image.  Human life is of inestimable worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or mentally challenged, and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death.  We are therefore called to defend, protect, and value all human life.  (Ps 139.)

The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs.  The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe.  For purposes of Gateway Christian’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our Elder Board is the final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and application.  

Core Values
We, the Gateway Christian School Faculty and Administration, promise to do all we can to ensure that all of our students:

· Have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ

· Love God with all of their heart, soul and mind

· Pray and make right choices

· Know and love God’s Word

· Love their neighbor as themselves

· Respect and submit to authority

· Love our country and our God-given freedoms

· See the world through God’s eyes

· Build Godly relationships

· Have an attitude of excellence without compromise

Code of Honor

We, the Gateway Christian School Faculty and Administration, pledge and commit to:

· Love your child

· Respect your child

· Teach your child

· Train your child

· Discipline your child

· Pray with your child

School-wide Expected Student Outcomes

Students will -
· have an understanding of salvation and the opportunity to accept Jesus Christ as  their Savior 

· have a good  understanding of the Bible and its unchanging truths

· have begun developing Godly character and leadership for the purpose of having influence on the world around them

· be equipped to share the basics of the Christian life with others 

· have a Christian Worldview based on Biblical principles

· through ministry opportunities cultivated at Gateway, continue to be a contributing member of their community into adulthood

· have the foundational computer skills to function effectively in a technology driven society
· be able to converse on a basic level with a Spanish speaking person, since New Mexico has a high percentage of Spanish Americans in residence

· be lifelong readers with a good vocabulary and ability to spell

· be equipped to effectively express themselves in various forms of written communication  

· have learned how to properly care for their body, the temple of the Holy Spirit

· be able to think critically using order, logic, and structure 

· understand the reasons for the rise and fall of world empires and have a desire to change their world
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